Geographically, Central America is part of America's "back yard," yet the average American knc:;s little about it.
In the greater scheme of things, the conflicts, insurgencies, drug problems, and human rights abuses of the relatively small countries pale when compared to other parts of the world. The inability of their governments and r;ilitary forces to effectively deal with their problems i~dicates a desperate need for nation-building efforts. Given the historic precedence for U.S. interest in, and protectiveness toward, the region mak? the U.S. the logical entity to provide those efforts. With the drawdown in DoD and t L s paucity of maritime assets in SOUTHCOM, these needs must remain largely unmet. 
